
Two primary objecTives of The 
residenTial schools
sysTem were To remove and 

isolaTe children
from The influence of Their 
homes, families, TradiTions 
and culTures, and To 
assimilaTe Them 
inTo The dominanT culTure… based 
on The assumpTion aboriginal 
culTures and spiriTual beliefs 
were inferior and unequal…
some soughT… “To kill 
The indian in The child.” 
Today, we recognize ThaT This policy of 
assimilaTion was wrong, 
has caused greaT harm, and has no place 
in our counTry…The governmenT of 
canada sincerely apologizes and asks The 
forgiveness of The aboriginal peoples of This 
counTry for failing Them so profoundly…

we are sorry.
—Prime minister stePhen harPer, June 11, 2008
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national aboriginal health Organization – cut by 100% 

First nations statistical institute – cut by 100%

national Centre for First nations Governance – cut by 100%

aboriginal healing Foundation – cut by 100%

Cultural Connections for aboriginal Youth – budget freeze of $22 million

sisters in spirit – cut by 100% 

Congress of aboriginal Peoples – health budget cut by 100%

Native Women’s Association – health budget cut by 100%

metis nation of Canada – health budget cut by 100%

assembly of First nations – health budget cut by 40%

Pauktuutit inuit Women of Canada – cut by 100%

inuit tapiriit Kanatami – health budget cut by 40%

Cathy Busby, BudGet Cuts, billboard, AKA Gallery and Paved Arts, Saskatoon, September 2012.

“There is a growing frustration among First Nations across the country with lack of action and 
lack of commitment on the part of the Government of Canada to work in real partnership with our 
peoples and governments,” said AFN [Assembly of First Nations] National Chief Shawn Atleo. 
“Five years ago, the Prime Minister stated: ‘There is no place in Canada for the attitudes that 
inspired the Indian Residential Schools system to ever prevail again.’ Those attitudes include the 
colonial notion that other governments know best for First Nations and have the right to make 
decisions for us, yet we have not seen change in the continued pattern of unilateral approaches 
and imposed legislation. This is incongruent with the apology and other commitments. We must 
break the pattern once and for all. Actions must match words. Our people are calling for a true and 
collective commitment to reconciliation that respects First Nations peoples and rights as the way 
forward to a stronger Canada.” 

— nationtalk.ca, June 11, 2013 

relaTed news sTories since The 2008 canadian apology To 
indian residenTial school survivors

July 26, 2013
protesters gathered at Tom davies square
http://www.thesudburystar.com/2013/07/26/protesters-gathered-at-tom-davies-square

July 24, 2013
aboriginal nutrition tests focus of rallies across canada
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/story/2013/07/24/pol-cp-aboriginal-nutrition-experiments-rallies.
html

July 18, 2013
hungry aboriginal kids used in nutritional experiments: afn reacts
http://www.canadianprogressiveworld.com/2013/07/18/hungry-aboriginal-kids-used-in-nutritional-
experiments-afn-reacts/

July 16, 2013
Hungry aboriginal people used in bureaucrats’ experiments
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/story/2013/07/16/mb-aboriginal-nutritional-
experiments-canada.html 

July 10, 2013
ACFN Disappointed by JRP’s Initial Approval of Shell Tar Sands Mine Expansion
http://www.idlenomore.ca/acfn_disappointed_by_jrp_s_initial_approval_of_shell_tar_sands_
mine_expansion

July 10, 2013
elsipogtog first nation shale gas protests update from halifax media co-op 
http://indigenouswaves.com/2013/07/10/elsipogtog-first-nation-shale-gas-protests-update-from-
halifax-media-co-op-reporter-miles-howe/

July 5, 2013
healing walk july 5, 6 2013
http://www.healingwalk.org/

July 1, 2013
Bill McKibben and Naomi Klein to join Canada’s tar sands ‘healing walk’
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2013/jul/01/canada-tar-sands-project-healing-walk

July 1, 2013
happy canada day? learning about Treaties in tar sands territory
http://www.vancouverobserver.com/opinion/happy-canada-day-learning-about-treaties-tar-sands-
territory
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July 1, 2013
Idle No More hosts flash mob during Canada Day celebrations in Saskatoon
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/life/Idle+More+hosts+flash+during+Canada+celebratio
ns/8603215/story.html

June 26, 2013
occupy and idle no more could team up to block pipelines going east
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2013/06/26/john-ivison-occupy-and-idle-no-more-could-
team-up-to-block-pipelines-going-east/

June 26, 2013
idle no more: canada escalates war on first nations
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2013/06/26/idle-no-more-canada-escalates-war-
first-nations-150125

June 20, 2013
largest environmental groups in north america declare support for first nations Tar 
sands healing walk
http://www.sys-con.com/node/2709113

June 17, 2013
first nations groups resolute in their opposition to keystone Xl
http://www.hilltimes.com/policy-briefing/2013/06/17/first-nations-groups-resolute-in-their-
opposition-to-keystone-xl/35054

June 15, 2013
AFN national chief warns government’s ‘unilateral’ approach risks increased 
confrontation
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/story/2013/06/15/pol-the-house-atleo-valcourt-first-nations.html

June 14, 2013
native groups unclear on funding cuts
http://www.theguardian.pe.ca/news/Local/2013-06-14/article-3277239/uPdate%3a-native-
groups-unclear-on-funding-cuts/1

June 12, 2013
assembly of first nations cut by 30%
http://www2.canada.com/calgaryherald/news/story.html?id=29eaa6d0-db92-475b-b86b-
c5c516f91b58

June 11, 2013
assembly of first nations national chief notes 5th anniversary of parliament apology for 
residential schools: “actions must match words”
http://nationtalk.ca/story/assembly-of-first-nations-national-chief-notes-5th-anniversary-of-
parliament-apology-for-residential-schools-actions-must-match-words/

June 10, 2013
Government cuts: Soon, all Canadians will know how it feels to be an Indian
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/commentary/government-cuts-soon-all-canadians-will-know-
how-it-feels-to-be-an-indian/article12445744/

June 9, 2013
another pipeline rupture in spill-prone alberta
http://thetyee.ca/Blogs/thehook/2013/06/09/apache-spill/

June 6, 2013
The Harper government has hit the Assembly of First Nations with $1.7 million cut
http://aptn.ca/pages/news/2013/06/06/afn-hit-with-surprise-1-7-million-cut/

June 5, 2013
Funding cuts to major aboriginal political groups undermine ‘potential for progress,’ 
Chief Shawn Atleo says
http://www.canada.com/Funding+cuts+major+aboriginal+political+groups+undermine+potential+
progress+Chief+shawn+atleo+says/8484566/story.html

June 2, 2013
first nations harmony depends on real action from harper, atleo says
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/story/2013/06/02/pol-cp-shawn-atleo-first-nations-unrest-
stephen-harper.html

april 6, 2013
Nishiyuu Walkers: In Restlessness, There Is Power
http://thetyee.ca/Life/2013/04/06/nishiyuu-Walkers/

march 26, 2013
Journey of Nishiyuu walkers’ names now “etched” into “history of this country”
http://aptn.ca/pages/news/2013/03/26/journey-of-nishiyuu-walkers-names-now-etched-into-
history-of-this-country/

march 25, 2013
Nishiyuu Walkers reach Chelsea, their ranks swollen from seven to several hundred
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/ottawa/nishiyuu+Walkers+away+from+reaching+Parliament
+Hill+final/8145736/story.html

march 25, 2013
Cree walkers meet minister at end of Idle No More trek
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/story/2013/03/25/ottawa-walk-nishiyuu-journey-ends-
ottawa-parliament-victoria.html

February 5, 2013
Journey of Nishiyuu: Cree youth walking 1500 km to Ottawa
http://keweenawnow.blogspot.ca/2013/02/journey-of-nishiyuu-cree-youth-walking.html

February 4, 2013
Cree youth walk for Idle No More gains more participants
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/story/2013/02/04/north-cree-walk-gains-more-participants.
html

January 11, 2013
Canada, First Nations have a roadmap. It was the Kelowna Accord
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/commentary/canada-first-nations-have-a-road-map-it-was-the-
kelowna-accord/article7210814/

January 10, 2013
harper, chiefs to meet amid chaos, protests
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/harper-chiefs-to-meet-amid-chaos-protests/
article7166154/

January 10, 2013
prime minister harper launches first nations “Termination plan”
http://www.globalresearch.ca/canada-prime-minister-harper-launches-first-nations-termination-
plan/5318362

december 28, 2012
Chief Spence’s hunger strike is a desperate plea for answers
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/commentary/editorials/chief-spences-hunger-strike-is-a-
desperate-plea-for-answers/article6783406/
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december 24, 2012
Canada’s ‘Idle No More’ Movement Spreads Like Wildfire   
https://www.commondreams.org/headline/2012/12/24-1

december 18, 2012
Attawapiskat chief’s hunger strike part of wider movement
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/story/2012/12/18/sby-idle-no-more.html

december 18, 2012
chief Theresa spence hunger strike: opposition calls on harper To end it 
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2012/12/18/chief-theresa-spence-hunger-strike-harper_n_2325320.
html

december 15, 2012
Indigenous ‘Idle No More’ Movement Sweeps Canada   
http://globalvoicesonline.org/2012/12/15/indigenous-idle-no-more-movement-sweeps-canada/

december 12, 2012
Support pours in for Attawapiskat Chief Theresa Spence
http://aptn.ca/pages/news/2012/12/12/support-pours-in-for-attawapiskat-chief-theresa-spence/

december 10, 2012
Hunger-striking Attawapiskat chief vows to ‘die’ for her people as aboriginal protests 
spread
http://news.nationalpost.com/2012/12/11/idle-no-more-hunger-striking-attawapiskat-chief-vows-
to-die-for-her-people-as-aboriginal-protests-spread/

november 24, 2012
researchers protest cuts to aboriginal organizations
http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/researchers-protest-cuts-to-aboriginal-
organizations-180669401.html

november 14, 2012
The federal government announced in september that political treaty organizations, such 
as NAN, will have their core funding capped at $500,000
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/story/2012/11/14/tby-first-nation-funding-cuts.html

september 8, 2012
Core funding for national organizations will be cut by 10 per cent, while regional 
organizations face either a 10 per cent cut to their core funding or a ceiling of $500,000
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/story/2012/09/08/north-dene-nation-funding.html

september 7, 2012 
National News: First Nations facing more fiscal attacks
http://www.northumberlandview.ca/index.php?module=news&type=user&func=display&s
id=17099#.ufezYFmYiy4

september 6, 2012 
assembly of first nations opposes job losses and cuts to first nation organizations
http://www.newswire.ca/en/story/1031733/assembly-of-first-nations-opposes-job-losses-and-
cuts-to-first-nation-organizations#

september 6, 2012 
grand chief of the assembly of manitoba chiefs said his organization faces an 80 per 
cent cut to its core funding
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/story/2012/09/06/mb-first-nations-funding-cuts.html

september 6, 2012
Over the past five years, AFN has received significant cut-backs, including a total of 42 
per cent reduction to core funding and reductions to overall funding by 50 per cent
http://www.afn.ca/index.php/en/news-media/latest-news/assembly-of-first-nations-opposes-job-
losses-and-cuts-to-first-nation-

June 21, 2012
federal cuts to programs for aboriginal youth 
http://firstcallbc.wordpress.com/2012/06/21/federal-cuts-to-programs-for-aboriginal-youth/

June 11, 2012
A Sad Chapter in our History? Four years after Harper’s apology, residential school 
legacy continues 
http://vancouver.mediacoop.ca/fr/story/sad-chapter-our-history/11290

June 11, 2012
first nations kids rally on residential schools anniversary
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/story/2012/06/11/pol-cp-first-nations-education-residential-
schools-anniversary.html

June 6, 2012
Federal budget cuts “slap in the face” to Quebec Native Women’s Association
http://aptn.ca/pages/news/2012/06/06/federal-budget-cuts-slap-in-the-face-to-quebec-native-
womens-association/

may 31, 2012
smile like you mean it, prime minister
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/romeo-saganash/aboriginal-health-canada_b_1553038.html

may 6, 2012
Tracking the cross-canada cuts to aboriginal affairs
http://www.mediaindigena.com/rickharp/issues-and-politics/tracking-the-cross-canada-cuts-to-
aboriginal-affairs

april 26, 2012
federal budget cuts aboriginal health programs
http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2012/4/26/federal-budget-cuts-aboriginal-health-
programs_22696

april 16, 2012
Inuit women’s group upset over health Canada grant cut
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/story/2012/04/16/pol-health-cuts.html

april 9, 2012
Harper’s Disregard for Aboriginal Health
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/health-and-fitness/harpers-disregard-for-aboriginal-health/
article4223490/

march 29, 2012
Conservatives axe First Nations statistics Crown corporation
http://aptn.ca/pages/news/2012/03/29/conservatives-axe-first-nations-statistics-crown-
corporation/

February 20, 2012
Nutrition North food subsidy program under fire
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/story/2012/02/20/north-nutrition-north-letter.html
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november 23, 2011
First Nations officials’ salaries target of new bill
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/story/2011/11/23/pol-first-nations-salaries-bill.html

december 1, 2010
Need for ‘action’ behind funding cut to Sisters in Spirit: cabinet ministers’ letter
http://aptn.ca/pages/news/2010/12/01/need-for-action-behind-funding-cut-to-sisters-in-spirit-
cabinet-ministers-letter/

may 18, 2010
cuts to first nations programs keep coming
http://www.dominionpaper.ca/articles/3419

april 8, 2010
health minister criticized over cuts to healing program
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/story/2010/04/07/north-funding-aglukkaq.html

October 15, 2009
cash cuts hit native kids
http://www.thestar.com/life/health_wellness/2009/10/15/cash_cuts_hit_native_kids.html

relaTed news sTories since The 2008 ausTralian apology 
TO THE INDIGENOuS ‘STOLEN GENERATIONS’

July 23, 2013
Government pushes ahead with 10-year Indigenous health plan
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/jul/23/government-indigenous-health-plan

July 20, 2013
peddling a message of constitutional reform
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/peddling-a-message-of-constitutional-reform/
story-fn59niix-1226682233081

June 10, 2013
Aboriginal Affairs under fire – funding cuts guaranteed
http://thestringer.com.au/aboriginal-affairs-under-fire-funding-cuts-guaranteed/ - .Ue_uUERS62w

June 1, 2013
Let’s join hands to eradicate a historical wrong
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/in-depth/lets-join-hands-to-eradicate-a-historical-
wrong/story-fnihym2m-1226654797881

may 31, 2013
palm to charge rates in change to funding
http://www.townsvillebulletin.com.au/article/2013/05/31/382711_news.html

may 17, 2013 
Tony Abbott’s not-so-secret plan to cut $1.6 billion from Indigenous Australians
http://jennymacklin.fahcsia.gov.au/node/2373

may 14, 2013
budget outcomes for indigenous aussies
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/1766252/Budget-outcomes-for-indigenous-aussies

april 8, 2013
Apology to Australia’s Indigenous Peoples
http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/our-responsibilities/indigenous-australians/programs-services/
recognition-respect/apology-to-australias-indigenous-peoples

February 22, 2013
housing and homelessness issues for aboriginal and islander peoples living in south 
australia
http://thestringer.com.au/whats-happening-at-your-place-housing-and-homelessness-issues-for-
aboriginal-and-islander-peoples-living-in-south-australia-2/#.ufGnW0rs62x

January 27, 2013
idle no more meets invasion day australia
http://kolonialq.wordpress.com/2013/01/27/idle-no-more-meets-invasion-day-australia/

January 11, 2013
Idle No More-- The indigenous people’s revolution begins
http://www.indymedia.org.au/2013/01/11/idle-no-more-the-indigenous-peoples-revolution-begins

september 20, 2012
queensland cuts are devastating for aboriginal and Torres strait islander health
http://blogs.crikey.com.au/croakey/2012/09/20/queensland-cuts-are-devastating-for-aboriginal-
and-torres-strait-islander-health/

september 15, 2012
Aborigines will bleed from cuts
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/opinion/aborigines-will-bleed-from-cuts/story-
e6frgd0x-1226474433823

February 9, 2011
still sorry, still closing the gap
http://www.theage.com.au/national/still-sorry-still-closing-the-gap-20110208-1aln4.
html?skin=text-only

February 11, 2010
Australia’s Aboriginal Children: A New Inquiry
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1963608,00.html 

august 30, 2009
australia to apologize for child abuse under state care
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2009-08-30/rest-of-world/28168963_1_child-abuse-
child-migrants-state-care

February 13, 2009
aboriginals of australia: no actions after apology
http://www.unpo.org/article/9221

February 18, 2008
australian aboriginal genocide continues despite historic apology
http://www.countercurrents.org/polya190208.htm

February 14, 2008
australian apology to native people sets bar high for canada
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/story/2008/02/14/apology.html

February 13, 2008
australia says “sorry” to aborigines for mistreatment
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/13/world/asia/13aborigine.html?_r=0
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The Time has now come for The naTion To 
TuRN A NEW PAGE IN AuSTRALIA’S HISTORy By 

righTing The wrongs 
of The pasT and so moving 
forward wiTh confidence…for 

The pain, suffering 
and hurT of These 
sTolen generaTions, 
Their descendanTs and for Their families 
lefT behind, we say sorry
…for The breaking up of 
families  and communiTies, 
we say sorry. 
and for The indigniTy and degradaTion 
Thus inflicTed on a proud people and a 
proud culTure, we say sorry. 
we The parliamenT of ausTralia respecTfully 
requesT ThaT This apology be received in The 
spiriT in which iT is offered as parT of The 

healing of The naTion.
—Prime minister KeVin rudd, FeBruarY 13, 2008
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this pamphlet accompanies the artwork WE ARE SORRY 2013 in the exhibition Witnesses: Art 
and Canada’s Indian Residential Schools at the morris and helen Belkin art Gallery, Vancouver, 
september 6 - december 1, 2013.

WE ARE SORRY 2013 is part of art in the Library, a collaboration between the morris and helen 
Belkin art Gallery and the Walter C. Koerner Library at the university of British Columbia, and 
is made possible with the generous support of the audain Foundation. thanks to the City of 
melbourne Laneway Commissions for sponsoring WE ARE SORRY, 2009. Witnesses is made 
possible with the generous support of the audain Foundation, the Vancouver Foundation, the 
Canada Council for the arts, the Leon and thea Koerner Foundation, the British Columbia arts 
Council and our Belkin Curator’s Forum members. We gratefully acknowledge the support of the 
uBC hampton Fund.
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You are welcome to have a fragment of this 
artwork WE ARE SORRY 2013. in its entirety, 
WE ARE SORRY was first exhibited as a 
public artwork in melbourne, australia (2009 
- 2013). it was made up of my edited versions 
of the governments’ 2008 apologies to Indian 
residential school survivors in Canada 
and the Indigenous ‘Stolen Generations’ 
in australia, printed on vinyl and presented 
on the exterior of a power sub-station. the 
next year, by invitation of the truth and 
reconciliation Commission, i presented an 
indoor version at the Winnipeg art Gallery 
(2010). WE ARE SORRY commemorated 
these historic apologies. Following a series 
of violations to the apology by the Canadian 
government, i made BUDGET CUTS, a 
billboard at aKa Gallery and Paved arts in 
saskatoon (2012). 

WE ARE SORRY 2013 is a further response to the erosion of the 2008 apologies, particularly the 
Canadian apology to indian residential school survivors. For it, i cut a section from the vinyl of 
the Canadian apology of WE ARE SORRY in melbourne. it is presented in the Koerner Library 
along with pieces of the remaining artwork for visitors to take away. i like the idea of many people 
dispersing this work and that pieces of it find their way into homes and offices where it can be a 
reminder of the need to take responsibility for a justice-based co-existence / relationship between 
aboriginal and settler peoples in Canada, which was the intent and the spirit of the 2008 apology. 
It’s up to all of us that, in the words of Shawn Atleo, Chief of the Assembly of First Nations, “Actions 
must match words.”

the reader is encouraged to learn more about these apologies, opposition to the subsequent 
budget cuts and related infringements by searching the sampling of links herein. this pamphlet 
also contains a listing of resources concerning indian residential schools and the truth and 
reconciliation Commission available through uBC Libraries.

WE ARE SORRY 2013 is presented as part of the exhibition, Witnesses: Art and Canada’s Indian 
Residential Schools, September 6 – December 1, 2013, at UBC’s Morris and Helen Belkin Art 
Gallery located a few steps away from the Koerner Library.

www.cathybusby.ca

Cathy Busby, We are sOrrY, City of Melbourne Laneway 
Commissions, Melbourne, Australia, 2009.


